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ture differently from our Forefathers? H 


under the preſent State of che Law the pibus | 

p of Winchefter did not wink proper 
to reprehend his Clergy for ſubſeribing 
the ſame Articles, though he knew that 
their Faith was changed; ſurely his Suo- 
'ceffors will not hold us puniſfrable, _— 
do not ſubſcribe the ene becauſe our 
! 18 not the SOOT 7 Gi org 4 
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only allege, ; that it may lead, to ſom 
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Allegation a tacit Acknowledgment, that 
this Requeſt, at leaſt, is not unreaſon 
able? And is not 1 3 granting, that 
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„ ho are the beſt able, decline it, ; 
'chioofe;to give an mami, ve⸗ 
fuſal to them bot? 
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Nos they do not, But that ig e very 
2 Which mates, this, the e Proper 41 

ime. for them to.apply for Relief, Such 
is the unhapp 81 tion of the P Z 
ters, that, as 1 


always have it in _ their Po U er 
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ute them: they have an ae Confi- 
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vernment, that they have not the , 
o do it; and it is this favourable Diſpo- | 


Htion, which makes the preſent the only 
proper Seafon to aſk to be ſecured: againſt 
future Danger. Should there ariſe an- 
other Race of civil or eceleſiaſtical Go- 


vernors, who ſhould have the Mill to 
perſecute them, it would be to little Purs 


poſe for the Diſſenters to aſk of tbem to 
give up the Power to do it. They be- | 
lieve that every Lord of Parliament is 

convinced of the Equity and of the 
| Benefit of Toleration: They thankfully 
acknowledge the Felicity of the Age, and 
are ſatisfied that no Part of the Legiſla- 
ture would deſire to ſee theſe ſevere Laws 
put in Force againſt them: They are ſure 
that no Lord of Parliament is ſo far 
diveſted of Humanity, as to become 
. himſe If their Perſecutor : T hey believe 
that none would wiſh to ſee any one elſe 
perſecute them; and it is that very Per- 
ſuaſion which makes them now apply 
to the Equity of the Houſe, and beg 
that their Lordfhips would not leave it 
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aſk for Security; they well know that 


they muſt not 795 7 for it from "OP 
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- THERE may be Ngo Nill left! in the 2 


Kingdom, who may ſecretly wiſh, for an 
Opportunity to put theſe Penalties in 
Force: But even ſuch Men know that 
the Principles of Perſecution in this en- 


lightened Age, are ſo extremely odious, 
that they dare not openly avow them. 
Such Men, therefore, at preſent, will 


only ſay, ©** What need of altering tha 
Law, ſince we don't intend to make 
Uſe of it?“ This was the Language of 
narrow Minds at the Time of paſſing the 
Toleration Act. Some propoſed, ſays 
Biſhop Burnet *, that the Act ſpould be 
only temporary; as a neceſſary Reſtraint” 
upon the Di enters: That they might de- 
mean themſelves ſo as to merit the Continus. 
ance ws 0 it, when the Term O'S r ears nom 
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chem. is from Friends only they can 
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ereus l 1 — But this wax 
rejected: There was now an univerſal Ins. 
clinatian to paſs the Act; whereas there 
might not be the ſame god Difpofition 
at another Time. That Houſe of Lords 
Vas too wiſe and generous to adopt 
any of the Pretences for Perſecution. 
We have lived to fee the Wiſdom of it: 
And muſt have experienced the Benefits 
of Toleration for ſo many Years ſince 
to very little Purpoſe, if in this more 
nhghtened Age our Sentiments are not 
as liberal as HHeirs, and if the preſent 
_ Houſe of Lords 18 not . man as anew 
= ae was. 


THIS Plea of TROY WAL Try to exe- 
cute them, is not a new Argument, but 
has been the Pretence for the continuing 
of all penal Laws. It does not indeed 
give us the. moſt favourable Opinion of 
this Argument to conſider, that it oper 
rates in juſt the contrary Way to. all other 
Reaſonings. Ihe direct Rule of civil 
Politicks is: the more abſurd the. Law, 
the more Reaſon, for repealing 8 

. . „ Tn ö the 
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| 63-5 55 * 3 abſurd 
2 Joſt Reaſon for, repealing. it... 
rd of all penal Laws, 

5 - Writ 4. Hergtico comburendo. 
1 Maries Reafecvtion nod Biſh at 5 


Caſe Was s ſtrongeſt of. all. vole is 
not neceſſary to ſay how. it was uſed. - 
in the Lear 1677, when that Writ, was- 
_ taken away, In the preſent Applica»: 
tion, which is only for taking a * the 
Writ de Heæretico „ this. 
Argument. i 18- not quite ſo ſtrong, The | 
Diſſenters for their own! Sakes don't wiſh | 
tween he!) ood and; 50,” 
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Bor the Statute which came the neareſt 
to, that for Burning them, was, the 
35th of Ehzpheth; by which the: * 
Puritans were condemned to abjure 
the Realm z, and, if they returned, to 
ſuffer Death. In the Lear 1681, when. 
the Eyes of the Nation were open'd, 
and it Was ſeen that the Deſign of tho. 

b 49s | Court 


4 1 os 
Court was to bring in ERIN under 
the Cover of executing the penal Laws . 
: againſt the Diſſenters, a Motion was 
made in the Houſe of Commons for the 
Repeal of this very ſevere Act. The 
Bll paſt eaſily there: But, ſays) Biſhop 
Burnet, © Tt went heavily in the Houſe of 
© Lords; for many of the Biſhops, tho 
ce they were not for putting chat Law in 
« Execution, which had never been 
« done, but in one ſingle Inftance ; yet 
„ they thought the Terror of it was of 
„ wfſome Uſe; and that the repealing it 
might make the Party more inſolent. 
« On the Day of the Prorogation, the 
&« Bill ought to have been offered to 
« the King; but the Clerk of the 
© Crown, by the King's particular 
% Order, withdrew the Bill. The King 
« had no Mind openly to deny it; but 
« he had leſs Mind to paſs it.?“ 
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In the Morning, before they were 
prorogued, two Votes were carried 
« in the Houſe of a very extraordinary 
56 Nature: the one Was, that the Laws 
* made 


RE 7 we eh 8 
het 1 15 7. N 2 aye 
* 1 


— 


W alien A PO IT TOY Oe OO” IC BL "TIEN 
-\'Þ * 27 + ths: K VT RY at ar + I 3 fl; BI) 3 > 
"F, TE TERM Dk YER R n r p N N 28 * 3 
Cs If 13 Ir P = r 1 . . Wo 
x a af \ I 0 * — IF 
ACRE © ' ( 27 5 N 
Sy 1 3 ae» e 


W BE . 
l r 7 

0 7 * 
, g 2 1 228 


1 25 13 
inſt Recuſants dugkt nöt to 


dinft' any but thoſe of 
« the Church of Rome. That was in- 


4 deed the primary Intention of the 


« Law : yet all Perſons hq came not 
« to Church, and did not receive the 
« GSacrament once a Tear, were within 
e the Letter of the Law. The other 
6 Vote was, that it was the ; Opinion 


« of that Houſe, that the Laws againſt 
„ Difſenters ought not to be executed &. 
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Yet how much ſoever the. Nation Was 


then alarmed with the Danger of Popery, 


| and how averſe ſoever to Severities againſt 
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Diſſenters, no ſooner had the King diſ- 
ſolved his Oxford Parliament, but Addreſ- 


| ſes came up to Court from all Parts of the 
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Kingdom; E 0 ſome of which relle cded 


bw. ſeverely on n the Non-Conformiſts; and 


EC the King for his not repealing 
« that Act of the 35thof Elizabeth, which 
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« they prayed might be put in Execu- 
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for fifty * Ye ears together, and few fen 


cation by the Voice of the Publick, fic 


. have not t the Diffenters jut Res- 


ſon to be apprehenſi ve, that the Tide of 0 
popular nag may r not run always the 
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Turr were now called to this Applies 
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muſt have been ſtrangely wanting io  theix 
own a Safety to have neglected i — 


WI THOUT. * Kojiledge but "wok 
without their Thanks, their Caſe was 
publiſhed *, and brought under the im- 
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own Council, and not have di e this 
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9 of e many n 5 
men on both Sides of the Queſtion hen 
before them, voluntarily declared their 
Senſe of the Hardſhip laid upon the 
Diſſenters, in being obliged. to ſub- 
ſcribe the Articles of the Church, to 
which they did not belong, and in 


which they did not ſeek Promotion: and 
ſignified their Readineſs to conſent to a 
Bill for their Relief. Could they refuſe 
to liſten to ſuch an een 7 0 


| Tn E Exent "op proved 1 they | 
judged rightly of the Occaſion, that that | 


was the real Senſe of the Houſe, and 5 


that one Part at leaſt of Government was 
not againſt them : but nine Members 
having on any Day been to be found 5 
to vote againſt this Bill. 5 


| Not PL ſinde Jas publick 
Notice, their Toleration ſtands upon ten- 
5 derer Ground than it did before: Their . 
Danger! 18 increaſed by its Notoriety, an 0 and 
| they are put under the Neceſſity of Wha. 
- Ee Juſtice of Parliament for Safety. 
8 THEY 


© Is 4 25 ) 
THEY are now compelled to fy 410 
"kat before they always ſaid to themſelves: 
that, as innocent Subjects, they have 
2 Right to owe their Security to the Pro- 
' teftion of the Laut of their Country, 
ad not miengly's to the Favour al ns G0 
ver nor Fo 
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7 3 


ibn D thou gh they thankfully ans 
Wan that hitherto they have been ſhel- 
tered from Proſecutions by the Favour 
of Government, yet, that is a Screen, 
which is now ſeen through, and may not 


hereafter prove ſufficient for their Pro- 
tection. 


e evil minded Perſons rake” up 
the Trade of informing againſt them, 
what is it, which can be 1 * 


MEN may with as a as they 
pleaſe, that the Diſſenters would ſubſeribe 
the Articles; and they may condemn 
| their Miniſters, as much as they pleaſe, | 
for not ſubſcribing; but is there any Lord, 
| Temporal or Spiritual, ho will rs 
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d diſſenting Miniſters were turned 
out of their Livings? If no one will 
good End then can 


= anſwered; by letting looſe Informes 
upon them, and running the Riſk: of. 
wer Uneaſineſs in eve | m—_ 
in the Kingdom? merely for 1 
of forcing the Articles of the Church © n 
upon Men, Who do not belong to he 
Church, and who therefore have nothing 2 e 1 
| to do with them? 06 ai 2 —— 
| THEY who are leſs affected by religi- | : | 4 I 
ous - Conſiderations, may perhaps be 1 
| | ſed to attend to the Subjett. =Y 
"_ co dered in a political as © IS 5 : 
Whatever we may think of the preſent EE 
| Times, there may. come a Prince, and 


a Set of Miniſters, ; 
ſiaſtics, who. ma 
aye us. Should ſuch an 3 Day come, 5 
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is there any one Thing, which they would 
more deſire, or which would be a greater 


ny | 
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it 
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if 
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"Deſign; than their having 1250 Bodies of | 


Men all over the Kingdom, obnoxious 
to penal Laws, and ſubject to their 
Mercy? Would any good Engliſhman 


then wiſh to leave it in the Power of 


ſome future bad Miniſter, to be able to 
intimate to the diſſenting Teacher! in any 
Borough in the Kingdom, Sir, give your 


Vote for my Candidate, and uſe your 


Intereſt for him with your People in the 


| Corporation Town where you preach, or 


expect to be baniſhed out of it, and to 
be ſent to the County Jail, if ever you 
come within five Miles of it. 
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Row this, it 1 been add is a new 
Attack upon the Church, added to Several 


{.. 


others made i in the ” Seſſion. 


TAE taking! innocent Men out af the 


Reach of Informers, and delivering them 
from a Liableneſs to Fines and Impri- 


ſonment, an Attack upon the COTE 
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Dozs the Church "ER live by the 


Power of perſecuting other Men, that 


do 
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do not belong 16 it? or earl che rendering 
innocent Wen unhappy tend to its Edi fi. 
cation? 090% eee eee, NO 


are Churchmen the happier for their „ 
having a Power of harraſſing Difſenters? _ 
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Do Men wiſh to retain the Power of 
perſecuting as a Support to the Church? 
or as an Ornament to the Church? They 
cannot ſurely pay it a worſe Compliment 
than to ſuppoſe either. 4 14h 
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Is our holy Religion the ſafer, or 


Far be it from me to ſuppoſe, that the 
Members of any Chriſtian Church ſhould 
wiſh to indulge ſo unchriſtian a Pleaſure, 
as that of holding other Men at their 
Mercy. But if there ſhould be any | ſuch 
unhappy Diſpoſition, it is ſurely fit that 2 
innocent Men ſhould be put out 


Bur we cannot in Conſcience e t % | 
this, has been the Language of ſome. | | 
TAE Judgment of Conſcience doubt- | 
leſs is ' facred, and every Man 1 is bound 
8 8 to 
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to obey it 4 if Conſcience will nar | 
permit our Legiſlators to allow the free 

Liberty of preaching to Men, who make 
the ſolemn Declaration in this Bill, will 
not Conſcience much more oblige them 
not to leave this Liberty of preaching to 
Men, who make no Declaration at all ? 
So far therefore as Conſcience is con- 
cerned in retaining the Obligation to 
ſubſcribe, Conſcience muſt be concerned 
in enforcing it: and if the Plea of 


Conſcience be brought for keeping up „ 


this Sword of Juſtice ſtill hanging over 
their Heads, ſurely the Diſſenters have 
Juſt. Cauſe to tremble, leſt the ſame 
Plea of Conſcience may be hereafter 
urged for the letting it fall on them. 
The beſt Argument, which the Op- 
poſers of this Bill have hitherto offered 
for the Continuance of the Law in its 
preſent State, is, that they never intend 
to make Uſe of it: but the Plea of Con- 
ſcience ſupercedes all theſe merciful Diſ- 
poſitions, And when the retainin g of this 
Law 1 is conſidered as the Cauſe of God. 5 

which it muſt be to make i it a Matter of 
Con- | 
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Vonſeience, the Wen it may but too 


eafily come te be thought doing him & 
good Serviee. Charity itſelf therefore 2? 
muſt dictate to every lay Lord the - 
Amendment of the preſent Law, in order ” b- 
to preſerve the Conſciences of Church- 
men from being entangled in the Ex- 
en of if. a „ 


Bur, we have been told, 4 Heathen, 
2 Dez, ar even 4 Mabometan, „ 
ſubſeribe the Declaration in this Bill, 
The Declaration propoſed. is in the fol- 
lowing Form: I A. B. declare, as in the 
Preſence 0 Almighty God, that I 
that the holy Seriptures of the. Old and 
Teftament contain a Revelation 8 the 
 Mindend Will of God, and that 1 
= them as the Rule of my Paith 
tice. Whatever may be the Language 
of Ignorance, the Diſſenters hope 
their Chriſtianity will not be que 
by: thoſe, wha ſhould better underſtar 
the ſolemn Nature of this Declaration 
' ad the expreſs determinate Import © | 
theſe Wards, If it ſhould be, all which 
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they lave to reply is, they. 5 * 1 
they ſhall ever tremble at the Thought 185 

of committing ſo groſs an Act . 
Inſincerity and Impiety. Will a Ma- 8 


hometan renounce his Coran, and ſay 85 
that b he receives the New Teſtament for 


the Rule of his F aith and Praclice ? 
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Ir they had been capable of ſuch 
Prevarication in the Sight of Almighty 
God, they needed not to have come to 


Parliament to be relieved from Sob- 


ſcription. FE 
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Bur i in as Oy” as fuck ne . 


Suppoſitions have been made, they beg 
Leave now to add, as the uniform and 
avowed Principle of the Diſſenters, 


that, as they believe the holy Scriptures 


to be the Word of God, fo they receive 


them with that ſupreme Reverence, 1 


which is due to them as the Word of 


God, and which is due to no other 
Writing buf the Word of God. That 
they hold it their Duty to believe all 
which they find in the Word of God, 


and that no Man is bound to believe, 
FEa. Jo rm of con a 
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ngl 10 any bln _ 1 1 pro- i 
efling to help them to the derftanding 


=; the Word of | God; but that they x 


receive no human mpoſition as an . 
authoritative Interpretation of Seripture; po En 


7 


becauſe that is an eFalting of that human 

Compoſition above the” Word of { God: 
it is the making the N mpoſition of FP 
Man the Teſt of the Word of 


whereas they have ever learned to make. 
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the Word of God the Teſt of ever 
man mpoſition.” hs believe that | 


the holy Scriptures are the only and the 
lufficient Rule of Faith 
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5 f and Practice, EE 
and can ſubmit to the uthority of . 


human Deciſions as a ſupplemental . 8 
mendment to them. Th believe the = 8 
holy Scriptures to "Shit the Whole { 
that' Revelation, which God has been 
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pleaſed to make to LN, | and dare 
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acknowlec ge any 
Revelation, as to Wed the Af 
human Wiſdom to ſupply them. 
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In. ESE FREY 32 the wiel Senti- 
ments of the Diſſenters, and they are 
confirmed in them by the concurrent 
Senſe of the greateſt Writers of the 
Church of England, from the Refor- 
wation to this Day. At the Time, 
hen the Engliſb Government, : and other 
prateſtant , States, ſeparated themſelves 
from the Church of Rome, the authori- 
tative Interpretations of Scripture, , and 
the Deciſions of the Church, were all 
againſt them. They were then the Schiſ- 
waties ang the Heretics. The firſt Re- 
formers therefore all appealed from theſe 
Deciſions to. the Scriptures themſelves, 
and acknowledged them as the only Rule 
of Faith. 87 By the e Religion of. Pro- 
* teſtants, (ays the great Chillingworth} 
« J do nat underſtand the Doctrine of g 
5 6 Luther, of Calvin, or  Melangion,. or 
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; 5 « God does not, and therefore that Men 
= ought not, to require any more of 
any Man than this, to believe the 
1 6 Scriptures to he God's Word, to en- 
= L deavour to find the true Senſe; of it, 
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Bur ought we not to pay a Regard - 
6 Are neſt it 187td find dut 
the Truth, and to diſpenſe' it! to us ? 
% Ves undoubtedly: : The Regard of ſeri⸗ 


tous Attention, and the Reſpect of a due 


« Examination; but not the Submifflon 
due only to IhfalliWlity;- | Shall wre 
« tot ſtbrivit our low Underſtandings to 
« the Higher Underſtandings of others 4 
«Ot fall we pretend to op ou 
«+ judgemems to tlioſe of our Supetiors ? 2 
Let theſe; and the” like Qdefhons be 
Falke concerning the chriſtian Larty in 
eat the popifſi Countries; and thoſe 
« of our Church PET I | 
4 ſr; No: The Rule is . ; 
wiſh!” Nay with' regard to the Refor-" 
«© mation; it fias been long ago with Vas? 
co Chhſtht faid;” that it was à glorious 
res: not to ſubinit to the Volct of 
my Mens, but to reſerve that Negard for 
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« I ax ſenſible it it is ſaid, . 
| 40 argſe, 1. e. chat ſome 
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« delivered 1 But did not Almighty 
„„ God 5 


_ - 3 God foreſter this $ great Pol of Differthes 
4 of Opinion, in the Points in which 
« Men have ſince differed? He did: 
A 0. And yet he left our Faith delivered in 
3 < thoſe: Words, which: are ſaid to have 
= FE: been the Foundation of thoſe Diffe- 
t rrences. Or, are we wiſer than Gad, in 
Eo « chuſi ing more effectual Words to this 
56 Purpoſe, than thoſe in Which the 
< Perſons commiſſioned by him delivered 
„ his Will? Who will ſay this? Or did 
1 « he appoint, that in After ages the 
= . antient Language ſhould be totally 
A changed, for a new Syſtem of Words ; 
= & and that the Faith of Chriſtians ſhould 
« be delivered over again in Novel Ex- 
| prefſions ? If he did, let a plain Text 
#6. be produced ; and net ſuch a conſe- 
quential Argument, of the Uſefulneſs 
= e or Fitneſs of it, as may be urged, . 
—_  :; even for the e Popiſh era ſelf, 
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« BUT when new Language has, 
„ by the help of ſuch an Argument, 


tc been introduced; what has been the 
6 ne ? Good and honeſt Men alone Y 
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| deprived of all worldly Privi- 


been cramped and diſturbed, 
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“ leges by it. The diſhoneſt," and un- 


& thinking, and laviſh” Minds: "have 
« always rejoiced in | ſuch an earthly 

6c. Peculium, as this Method ſecures” to 

4 them. And, if we confult Experience, 

* the new Words invented for the Secu- 
ec rity of the Faith, with regard both to 

learned and unlearned, have been gene⸗ | 

rally ſuch as have increaſed, and not 

& diminiſhed Hereſies and Schiſms: hard 

Terms, metaphyſical and abſtruſe 

& Expreſſions, © ambiguous emſelves, 

4 though introduced under pretence of 
6 avoiding" Ambiguity ; utterly uninte 
< ligible-to the Unlearned, who” yer at are 
16 tobe ſaved by Faith as well as other 
% and eternally debated " aniongft as 
% Learned; And thus it will always 
Habe, when Men become wiſer in their 
«* own Conctit to prevent Evile, than 
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1 And We believe has no greater 


Writer of his Order will ariſe Aatr: 
dict chem. One of che greateſt of them to 
his Honour, has, in his Writing. at " 
declared. for as libefal iy Tae a 
Ae Hoodſy himſelf b fe, 
; x. DER theſe Authgiritien may not the 
Diſlenters make their Appeal to Heathens, 
Deiſts, and Mahometans, to whom. they 
have on this Occaſion been ſo very 
injurioufly compared, and aſk even of 
them to judge, Whether, as Chriſtians, 
they can in any better Manner prove 
their Reyerence to Chrift, their. great 
Maſter and Lawgiver, than by acknows 
ledging ng o other Authority but his? Or 
better expreſs their Belief of his Goſpel, 
than fy, recriving it us the Revelation of 


tbe Mind and Will of God, nd as the Rule 


of their Faith: and Pructice, and by ad- 
mitting of no human Additions tobe 
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hangs: this are the Pritciples to ey 


Us Ohriftians and 1 they think 


"I 4. Ko 


of Chri ih, their common Lord Lid pps 
ter, whoſe Coming to publiſh his Goſpel 
was announced by the Declaration” of 
Peace and Good Will to Mankind, ad 
at whoſe ſecond Coming we muſt all 
accoumt for the Uſes we have made of 
it; they hope that no Proteſtant Profeſs 
"oy of the Goſpel of Peace will think, 
that that Goſpel can be a Warratit for 
their obliging other Chriſtians, not bes | 
longing to their Church, to violate theif 
Conſciences by ſubſcribing to human 
Articles of Faith, which they do not 

| fee to be contained in the Word of God, 3 
or for their holding them ſubject to Fines 
and Imptiſonments; if ey do not. 
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Bur what its e Diſlenters Abd 
What have been their Doings, that =_— 
ſhould ſo often hear themſelves treated ag 
Beiſtu, or as Edthuflaſts? Thi" Pede 
Ny of the laſt Century all Tubſeribed' 


„ the 
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* Articles, wi; are. therefore beyond 
Exception. And as to thoſe of the pre- 
ſent, let the Writings « of the late Lord 
Barrington and of Sir Richard Ellis; let 55 


the Commentaries of a Pierce, a Benſon, 5 
A Doddrige, a Lowman, and a Taylor, 


upon the different Parts of the New Telſ- 


tament ; let the numerous Sermons. print- | 


ed by others; let the learned labours of 


a Jones or a Lardner, the manly Devo- 
tions of a Grove or a Watts, the com- 


prehenſrve Views of a Prieſtley, the judi= 
_ cious Writings of a Farmer or a Bourn, 
the Works of an Amory, a Price, or a 


Furneaux, with other Members even of 
the preſent Committee; let theſe all 
teſtify, whether the Diſſenters are not ca- 


pable of ſpeaking the Words of 7 N55 


and Soberneſe a as well as other Men. 


Ax D upon what Ground are be to be 
charged with Deiſm ? The. Number of 


Diſſenting Miniſters may not perhaps- 


amount to more than a Tenth, Part of 
the Clergy of the Church of England. 


Nor have we at our private Academies, 
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. the 3 of ſuch La avare % 
be found at the two public Uniyerſities : 
Vet, as often as our common Faith has 
been attacked, the Diſſenters have taxen 
| their Full Share in the Defence of it. 
When Mr. Collins attempted to under-= . | 
mine the Grounds and Regſons of 6ur 
Faith, the various Anſwers written by 
Difſenters did not diſcover. any Want of 
Zeal for our. holy Religion. And when 
Chandler the Biſhop wrote his Letter of 
Thanks. to Chandler the Preſbyter, for , 
his learned Defence of it, he ſorely. 
would not have wiſhed that his fellow - 
Labourer. in the common Cauſe, ſhould _ 
have all his Lifetime remained ſubject to 
Impriſonment for preaching a Sermon, 
and enforcing the Duties of that Goſpel, 
the Truth of Which. he had fo. _ - 
maintained. - 7 wit Grogan ons 


AFTER this, when our Religion was 
again attacked by- Mr... Tyndal.. in hie 
Chriſtianity as old as. the Greatio,. dhe 
Diſſenters were again as ready to appear 
in its ts Viſdication., We willi el er . 
IE” | knowlege 
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3 the Merit of all: but may ws. 
not without being chargeable with Pres 
ſumption, aſk, whoſe Anſwers were more 
read, or better approved, than 'thoſe of 
My. Simon Brown and of Dr. Fo ofter 5 


When Mr. Pope faid of this latter, 1 


Let humble Fofter, if he will, excell 
Ten wa in nen well, 4 


We Know how to n One-half of 
this to his Hatred of Engl/b Biſhops; 
and to give a great Part of the reſt to 
the Warmth of his new-made Friend 
ſhip. But ſhall Proteſtant Divines wiſh 
the Continuance of a Law, by which 
this great Defender of Chriſtianity | was 
| lable at any Time to be ſent to Jail, 
whom Papiſts themſelves have treated 

thus ey, | J 


1 MENT! ON riot the impadent Attack 
of Woolfton, nor the more ſubtle one 
made. by the Author of Chry/izanity not 
Founded in Argument: In anſwerin g 
N wo and Lardner again diſtin- 
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guiſhed themſelves. | But let it 


told in the foreign 1 0 
| Works of Dr. 
tranſlated, that the learned Auth | 
| ty of the Goſpel Hiſt 1 
was by che Laws of gland 5 13 5 
Lifetime ſubject to Fines and lmpriſon- 
ment; and that, though ** 
biſhop, in the moſt friendly 
| dence, frequently acknowleged his Me- | 
: rits, yet his Suce 1 
tain the Force of a Law, by 
might at uy Time have | 
Newgate. 23 at N 115 e | 
+, 2 Proteſtant, and) a Chriſti n, were 
publiſhed after his Death; what: Divine 
e in this Kingdom, who will, Tp 
th and ſay, th at the Work 0 wo 
l 1 1d would not have done him Hos 
nour? But Leland, . a niger 
= Diſſent ter, | 
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the latter Part of his Life, and ſo was 
——— whoſe" Sermons” having been 
preached in Feland, gained him Honour 


and general Eſteem 1 without the 
| wer of nee 67 46 
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_URozn! aniAckniation: of & reproach= 4 
ful a Nature as that of Deiſm, the Diſ- 
ſenters hope, that they may appeal to 
their Writings, without incurring the 
Charge of Vanity or Preſumption. They 

wiſh not to compare themſelves with - 
Numbers of great Men in the Eſtabliſh= * 
ment: but what is there to be found in 
the Works of theſe their departed! Frie ads, 
or | what was there in their Conduct, 
which could afford any the leaſt Ground 
to bring their Cbriſtianity f into Queſtion? 
Some of theſe ſpent long laborious Lives 
in the Defence of our holy Religion . 
The reſt were employed in preaching the 
Duties of} it to Haar dns Hearers; and 
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WHEN we heard well-meaning” Hi 


Church Country Gentlemen ſet us forth 


as wild br greed She NT 


ond) ee caſed: o Lig nl 
fit for or Pictures, at1d Ye: Were 
with all the Attributes of Fan tel f 
thought the Painter injudicious in; 
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ſo far out of the way to make His Pletur 7 
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unlike; but felt no "Diſpoſition 
offended: at the meer Effect of thi 

row Prejudices of Education, #hd A pro- 
Fu „ en every Thin 3s 1» 


us; 5 Divines; Tay oy their ra 
tion \ſhould' be Examples of Cliriflian” 
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our Integtity ; and to appeal to the mote 
impartial Judgment of the Public, to de- 
termine whether our Writings have been 
ſuch, as to mark us with the Character 
of Deiſts, or to ſet us ſo much below the 
| cam 0 Standard of Mankind. 


Bur never may OY the Defece 5 


of our Miniſters, or how: far ſoever they . 
may fall ſhort of other great Divines in 
their Learning or their Preaching, in 
their Faith or in their Lives, Fines and 
Impriſonments are not the natural Means 
to make them wiſer. Nor are theſe ſurely 
the proper Powers, which Gentlemen 
and Scholars, valuing themſelves upon 
a liberal Education, would wiſh to re- 
tain over ſuch as happen to differ from 
them; or fit Puniſhments, to which they 
can think, that other Gentlemen of a 
liberal - Education ought to be ſubjected. 
Leaſt of all are they the CBriſian Means 
of Conviction, or expreſſive of that Spirit 
of Meekneſs, which the Goſpel preſcribes, | 
as the Method of inſtructing and reclaim 
ing et be 1 in Ln 1 
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Urox the whole, Men Dad of Pow- 
er over others, may WEAVE as many po- 


litical or theological Cobwebs as they 


| pleaſe; but Truth and Ri ght will eaſily | 
paſs through them all. Party Rage and a 


ſudden Frenzy of the Times may prac- 


tiſe it; but the cool Senſe of Mankind 
will never warrant, the | co mmitting * 


Chriſtian Diyine to Jail for preaching a 


Chriſtian Sermon. If no Man's calm 
Reaſon will juſtify the Practice, then 


; what can be the Ground of retaining. a 
Law for it? A Law, which originally 


was a Law of Tyrants; founded only on 
Revenge, and tending. only to Oppreſ- 
fion ? a Law, which being directly con- 
trary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and 


originally made uſe of for the Deſtruc- 
tion of Proteſtantiſm, muſt be a Diſgrace 
to the Church inſtead of a Support to it, 


and what every good Churchman there- 


fore ought t. to yuh to ſee removed, 
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POSTSCRIPT, g 


Ver en ee of 
the Proceedings of 'the Diſſenting 


Miniſters upon this Affair, makes it 


neceſſary to relate the SOR 8 Parti- 


culars. 


IM EDIATELY after the Debate in the 


Houſe of Commons upon the Petition of 
the Clergy of the Church of England, 


ſome of the Diſſenting Miniſters, who 


heard that Debate, conſulted with others 


of their Brethren, whether they ought 
not to take the Beneſit of the preſent 
Diſpoſition of the Houſe, and petition 
for that Relief, which. they had fo long 


deſired, and had been waiting | for 5.9055 


| per Opportunity to obtain. 


5 
IN theſe Confultations | it ſoon occur- 
red, that there was not Time to take 
the Aſſiſtance of their Brethren in the 
Country, and make it ſo general a Con- 
cern as they wiſhed it to be, before the 


over. | 


Thought of per chem 
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paring ry 9 * che next deſſion 

And agreed that, Summons's ſhould a07 

cordingly In, e for the pe 
Tage TON To; 7 8 i iy 


dc this Toterval, 5 0 others * the 


Ne Miniſters appointed a Meeting i 


for the Wedneſday: At that Meeting 


ſome new Intelligence way. given of the 


Fqreurable e of Government x : 
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ſhops De not oppo them, Ly, 928 


the Offer of a Perſon in hi h Station 
to bring in their Bill by.) Way 


tion, which can be done at any Time 
of the Seſſion. This Intelligence was. 
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ſtated i in ſuch; a a Manner, as to leave no 
Ground of Blame on thoſe who | gave it, 


nor any Im putation of Failure of Promiſe | 


in thoſe to whom it related. But it was 
ſuch. Iptelligence, as prudent Men would 
juſtly / Act upon, in a Matter of this Nature. 

And 
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in iſters agb Gi 
they ſhonld be wanting in'the Duty, they . 
owed to Themſelves, to their Brethren, 

and to their Succeſſors, if they did not 


improve the preſent favourable Conjunc- 
ture. It was accordingly put to the Vote: 


and of Fifty preſent, all agreed, except 

one only, to the following Reſolutions: 
That the taking off the Subſcription re. 
quired of Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, 
and the, obtaining Relief” for Tutors and 
Schoolmg 2 Fr, are very dgſirable and im- 
portant 0 Helle: : That Application ſhould 
be nade to Parliament for theſe Pur 


peſes: 2 and that a Committee ſhould be 


choſen to manage the Afair, with Pow 
er to ſummon. the general Body as they 


| ſhould fee Occaſion... A Committee of 
Fifteen out of the three Denominations 
Was immediately choſen. And about 

Twenty other Minifters, who were not 


preſent at the Wedneſday's Meeting, came 
on Thurſday to the Chairman, and all 


N Ver Approbation of the Def: gu. 


* Fe 


Frog 
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fore, reſted originally with Fs 


Front the ( Cite 


action, the eee den hond bab | 


the London Miniſters could have been 
concerned in this Application: the Sud- 
denneſs of the Reſolution” affordin g them ; 
no Time to inform their Brethren in the | 
Country of the Motives to that Determi- 
nation. The Diſſenting Laity © are not f 
actes to Fig this Bill, er otheryiſe than i 


Miniſters, and with Hens 1 


TAE Lift of Mow Miniſters of the 
three Denominations in and about Lon- 
don, conſiſts of Ninety Five. Seventy © 
of theſe had declared their Opinions, 


with only one diſſentient Voice. In the 


ſubſequent Meetings, the greateſt Num- 
ber of Hands, held up againſt any one 


Queſtion propoſed, was only Six; hor did 


any one of theſe at any Meeting declare 
| the gs Diſapprobation of the above 


Vote, 
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S by an Act made i 


- Tear of the Reign of King } = 
E Mary, intituled, .* An Act 1 

| heir Majeſties ſtant 6 „ 
| ſenting from the Church of England, from tu 
FPenalties of certain Laws,” Perſons diſent:s 8 


50 „in holy Orders. 
ly Orders, or pretending to hoi f 
hers or Teachers of any Cong re- 
gations of diſſenting roteſtants, ark required, | \" 
r to be entitled to nh Re 


- p : To : ©. 


their Appre 3 
vles of en e e e in, 1 0. 3 1 
in the Thirteenth Year of the Rei of, 0 1 


the Firſt ag Q the Reign of King William 


ate * 
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probation of, and to {erate * 7 Articles 
not excepted as aforeſaid; for giving Eaſe to 
ſuch ſcrupulous Perſons in the Fei of 
wee H | 


Mo, it pleaſe Your M13 ESTY, 


That it may be enaſted; and be it enaited. 
by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and 


with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the Autho- 
rity of the ſame, That ſo much of the ſaid Act 
made in the Virſt Year of the Reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, as relates to the ſaid 
Articles, or to any of them, To be, 4a the 
a is hereby repealed. 


And be it further enatted by the Aae 
aforeſaid, That every Perſon diſſenting from the 


Church of England in holy Orders, or pretended 
holy Orders, or pretending to holy Orders, and 
every Preacher or Teacher of any Congregation 
of diſſenting Proteſtants, Who ſhall take the 
Oaths, and make and ſabſcribe the Declaration 
againſt Popery, required by the ſaid Act made 
in the Firſt Year of the Reign of King William 
and Queen Mary, to be- taken, made, and ſub- 
ſcribed by Proteſtant diſſenting Miniſters; and 
ſhall alſo make arid ſubſcribe a Declaration in 
the rs or to ths Effect, en 15 videlice 755 
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. A B Lite; as in „ the Prifent ce of Almighty 
G od, that I believe that the Holy Scriptures of the 


Old and New Teſtament contain a Revelation of 


the 
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Wok the Rule of my Faith and Prattice.” 5 we 1 05 72 


Yr 
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Shall * MT meg Perſon is cre declared 1 


intitled to all the Ex eemptions, Benefits, 

| Fist and Advantages, granted to Pfote. 
ſtant diſſenting Miniſters by the faid Act, made 
in the Firſt Year of the Reign of King "Wi Miam 
and Queen Mary; and by an Act matle in the 
Tenth Year of the Reign of Queen "ime, inti. 
tuled, An Act for preſerving the Proteſtant 
. © Religion, by better... ſecuring the Church. of 
” England. as by Law enabliſhed, and for con- 
5 n the Toleration granted to Proteſtant 
"7 Diffenters, by an Act, intituled, An Act We” 
= exempting Their Majeſties Proteſtant Sub- 
© jects, difſentir from Re Church of England, 

a A Fam the Penalties of certain Laws, and for 
* ſupplying the Defects thereof; and for the. 
0 2 Kare ec ecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion, „ 
< requiring the Practiſers of the Law in *Nerth 
T1tain to take the Oaths, and ſubſcribe the 
Claration therein mentioned;“ and the 
Juffices of the Peace, at the General Seſſions of 
the Peace to be holden for the County or Place 
Y 5 7 any Proteſtant diſſenting Miniſter ſhall 
1 1 5 are hereby required to tender and admi- 
niſter the ſaid laſt- mentioned Peclaration to ſuch 
Minitter, upon his offering himſelf to make and 
ſübſcribe the ſame, and Nt RR to keep a Re- 
Siſter; and ſuch Miniſter hall not ms or pay 
28 a Fee or Reward; to any Officer or Officers 
belonging to the Court, aforefaid, aboye the 
n . of Sixpence for His or their Entry of ſuch 
Miter $ 1 0 and 'fubſcribing the faid laſt- 
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. FIR 10 Tb g e en . 
and making and ſubſeribing 85 Beclafatich 5 
againſt Popery, required by the ſaid Act made 
in the Firſt Lear of the Reign of King Wi zan, | 
and Queen. Mary, to. be NE, made, and 1 ; 
ſcribed by Proteſtant diſſenting. Miniſters, nor 
above the Sum of Sixpence for any Certificate 
thereof to be made out and W by, the Officer 
or Officers of the ſaid Court. _ 12 


5 AY "and whereas by. an Aa BO in 18 FER 
? NO and Fourteenth, Years of King Charles the 
Second, intituled, An Act for the Unifor- 
* mity ' of Public Prayers, and Adminiſtration of 
.* Tee and other Rites and Ceremonies ; 
and for eſtabliſhing the Form of making, 3, Or- 
daining, and conſecrating Biſhops, Priet:s,. and | 
„ Deacons, in the Church of England” 18 5 = 
.enatted, That if any Perſon who Is | 
a0 diſabled to reach: any Lecture or. Sen bod 
thall,/during the Time that he ſhall contidu | 
remain ſo diſabled, preach ; any Sermon, vi 5 LE 
ture, that then, for every ſüch Offenct, 4 + 
Perſon” and Perſons ſo offending 
. Three Months Impriſonment in ny eng ty 
Gaol, without Bail or Mainprize : And by « an 
Act made in the Fifteenth Year of the lame 
Reign, intituled. An Act for Relief of ſuch 
“ Perſons as, by Sick neſs or other Impediment, 
were diſaoled from ſubſcribing the Declaration 
be in the Act of Up mity, and Explanation | 
of Part of the ſaid 4 it is declared and en- 
acted, That the Penalties b by the ſaid Ack made! in 
the Thirteenth and F ouricenh, Years of the Rei ign 
"BY Ds Charles the OR to be inflicted upon 
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the: Helen of King Wi liam. and. Queen, 
for exem;.ting any . diſſenting! Y 
from ſuch. Impriſonment; be 1 enatted : 
| the Authority aforeſaid, 

| diſſenting Miniſter, who | 
as aforeſaid, 'ſhall be liable to be 
| __ vittue of the afoteſaid Acts made init! 
= King Charles: the Second, or of Fer; 9415 
for preaching. any Sermon or Let 
Congregation of Proteſ | 

eventing Perſons from fraudulentl F que 
themſelves as Diſſenting Miniſters, be it kurdbe 
enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every; i 
Perſon who ſhall offer to quali y himſelf as 
diſſenting ere at the General Seſſion 
the Peace, ſhall, if thereunto required, pro- — 
duce to the | Juſtices: of the Peace, at the, tai a 
Seſſion aſſembled, a Teſtimonial, ſign ied by 1 
Three or more Proteſtant diſſenting Mip ä 
and ſpecifying the reſpective Places where IK y ae 
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rity aforeſaid, That no diſſenting Miniſter, WhO 
ſhall qualify. bimſelf as aforeſaid, nor Soy other! 
1 difſenting from the Church f D- 
land, ho, beſides taking the Oaths en end 
he d Act made in the firſt Vear of the 
Reign.) of King Milllam and Queen: Mary, and 
ind fubfcribing” the Declaration 'men-: 
- tioned in the Statute made in the Thirtieth Year. | 
of the Reign of King Charles the Second, inti- 
tuled, An Act for the mote effectual preſerv- 
ing the King's Perſon and Government, by 


* dilabling Papiſts from ſitting in either Houſe 
2 4 of Parliament,” ſhall make 'and ſubſcribe the 
. Declaration above ſet forth, ſhall be proſecuted 
in any Court whatſoever, for teaching and in- 
ſtructing Youth as a Tutor or Schoolmaſter; 


but every fuch Miniſter and ſuch other Perſon 
ſhall have full Liberty to teach and inſtruct 


Touth as a Tutor or Schoolmaſter ; any Law 


or Statute to the Contrary: thereof notwith- 
ſtanding: And the Juſtices of the Peace, at the 
Gener - Seflion of the Peace to be holden for 
the County or Place where any Proteſtant, who 
not being a diſſenting Miniſter, . ſhall be deſirous 
of making and ſubſeribing the ſaid laſt- men- 
tioned Declaration, ſhall live, are hereby requir- 

ed to tender and adminiſter the ſaid laſt- men- 


tioned Declaration to ſuch Proteſtant, upon his 


offering himſelf to make and ſubſcribe the ſame, 
and thereof to keep a Regiſter; and ſuch Pro- 
n 4 Shall not N or Pays as a Fee or Reward ; 
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do any Officer or Officers belon 
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ging to the ſame _ 


* 


Court, above the Sum of Sixpence for his or | ; 
their Entry of ſuch Proteſtants making and ſfub= __ 


S 


taking the Oaths, and making and ſubſcribing _ 55 
the Declaration againſt Popery, required by the 


ſeribing the ſaid laſt-mentioned Declaration, and 


nor above the further Sum of Sixpence for ary. 


by the Officer or Officers of the ſaid Court, 


Provives always, Tha noding in his . 


Act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 


the enabling any Perſon diſſenting from the 
Church of England to obtain or hold the Maſ- 
terſhip of any College or School of Royal Foun- | 
dation, or of any other endowed College or 
School for the Education of Youth, other than 
ſuch as have been or hereafter may be inſtituted _ 
by, or intended for, the immediate Uſe and 
Benefit of Proteſtant Diſſenters. _ 
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Arnd whereas it hath been doubted, whether 
the ſaid Act made in the Firſt Year of the Reign 
of King William and Queen Mary be a Publick 
or a Private Act; be it declared and en⸗ 
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 afted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the fed 


Act, and alſo this preſent Act, ſhall be adjudged, . 

deemed, and taken to be Publick Ads, and 
| ſhall be judicially taken. Notice of as ſuch by 

all Judges, Juſtices, and other Perſons whom- . 
ſoever, without ſpecially pleading. 
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